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Since October 2017, Rick Gunderson has served as the Director for the Industry Partnership and Outreach Program (IPOP) in the U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP) Office of Acquisition.  In this capacity, he oversees industry engagement activities as they pertain to the acquisition portfolio and promotes the small business program.  He also serves as CBP’s Competition Advocate and Procurement Ombudsman, promoting fairness, transparency, and sound business strategies.  Prior to his IPOP role, he served as the Special Assistant in the Office of Acquisition, supporting multiple strategic initiatives, including innovative procurement practices and enterprise business opportunities.

From July 2011 to October 2016, Mr. Gunderson served as CBP’s Executive Director for Procurement and Head of the Contracting Activity.  He oversaw procurement operations that awarded and administered $2.5 billion annually in contracts and other business agreements.  The diverse acquisition portfolio included information technology products & services, facilities, security technology, professional & administrative services, and supplies that provide mission critical capability to the front-line agents and officers.
From April 2008 - July 2011, Mr. Gunderson served as the Deputy Chief Procurement Officer and Acting Chief Procurement Officer for the Department of Homeland Security.  In these roles, he provided leadership over the department’s $17 billion contract and financial assistance programs.  He was responsible for oversight, policy, strategic sourcing, small business, workforce, and investment review of DHS acquisition programs.  While in these roles, he led key initiatives such as expanding the acquisition workforce, new strategic sourcing programs, and acquisition governance.
Prior to his role as DCPO, he served as the Assistant Administrator for Acquisition for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  Mr. Gunderson provided centralized acquisition support to TSA operations across the nation's airports and other modes of transportation.  TSA's acquisitions include security technology, information technology, construction, leasing, research and development, professional & technical services, and financial assistance. 
Prior to joining TSA, Gunderson also served as a Contracting Officer for the Department of Defense's Naval Sea System Command.  There he led contracting efforts associated with numerous major systems, including missile defense, submersibles, sonar, and weapon systems.
Mr. Gunderson earned his undergraduate degree from the College of William and Mary in Business Administration.
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